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1. A MAY 19 PEOPLE'S DAILY ARTICLE, COMMENTING ON A 
SOVIET BOOK ENTITLED "TALES OF THE AMUR", RENEWS THE 
PRC CHARGE THAT RUSSIA'S TSARIST RULERS 
ILLEGALLY OCCUPIED LARGE TRACTS OE CHINESE TERRITORY 
BEYOND THE AMUR AND USSR BORDERS IN THE 19TH CENTURY. 

THE ARTICLE, AUTHORED BY ONE MA CHANG- YI, CLAIMS THAT 
THE SOVIET BOOK, ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED AROUND 1950 AS A 
COLLECTION OF LOCAL FOLK TALES, WAS REISSUED 
IN 1975 WITH REVISIONS MAKING THE STORIES MUCH MORE 
EXPLICITLY ANTI-CHINESE. THE REVISIONS, ACCORDING 
TO THE AUTHOR, PAINT THE CHINESE AS AVARICIOUS MERCHANTS 
AND MANDUQINS WHO PLUNDER AND CHEAT THE LOCAL TRIBAL 
INHABITANTS UNTIL THEY ARE "LIBERATED" BY THE RUSSIANS. 
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2. IN DENOUNCING THE SOVIET BOOK, MA CLAIMS THAT THE 
AMUR AREA HAS BEEN CHINESE TERRITORY SINCE THE 8TH 
CENTURY TANG DYNASTY. CHINA, HE WRITES, HAD A REGULARLY 
CONSTITUTED OEFICIAL PRESENCE IN THE AREA, AND SENT OUT 
MISSIONS TO COLLECT TRIBUTE EROM EVEN THE MOST REMOTE 
AREAS. IN EACT, HE STATES, THE SOVIET STORIES 
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THEMSELVES IN EFFECT RECOGNIZE HOW GREAT WAS THE 
CHINESE PRESENCE IN THE YEARS BEFORE THE RUSSIANS ARRIVED. 

3. COMMENT: THIS IS TO OUR KNOWLEDGE THE FIRST TIME 
SINCE MAO'S DEATH THAT AN ARTICLE OUTLINING BASIS 
FOR CHINA'S BORDER CLAIM HAS APPEARED IN DAILY PRESS. 

THE ARTICLE PRESENTS NO NEW ARGUMENTS, HOWEVER. IT DOES NOT MAKE 
EXPLICIT HOW MUCH OF THE AMUR TERRITORY IS CLAIMED BY TYE PRC, 

NOR DOES THE AUTHOR ATTEMPT TO SHOW THAT THE LOCAL NON-RUSSIAN 
INHABITANTS OF THIS AREA WOULD PEFER CHINESE RULE. IT APPEARS 
TO REPRESENT ONLY ONE MORE SALVO IN RECENTLY EXCALATING WAR OF 
WORDS BETWEEN THE TWO COMMUNIST NEIGHBORS. 

DEAN 
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